Parnell
he did not ride, he forbade her, who loved riding and was an
accomplished horsewoman, to do so* He rarely left her
alone, a sign of devotion which was considered in France
to be a sign of insanity. He remembered too well that his
beautiful and admired wife had married him without feeling
any affection for him, and he was haunted by the unhappy
thought that in the crowd of gay and handsome gentlemen
who thronged around her in the theatre, at the opera, at
receptions, in the Bois, wherever she went, some luckier
lover than himself would appear* His jealousy increased
as he grew older, and after the birth of their son, Henry, he
became morbidly jealous* He informed his wife that they
would not have any other children, and banished the boy and
his nurse to the extreme end of the house* Her beautiful
Russian horses were taken from her, and she was permitted
no other exercise than sedate saunters along the terrace of her
home at St* Germains in the oppressive company of her hus-
band* She appealed to him to be allowed to ride again, and
when he declined to let her, she swallowed a poison and nearly
died* Anna Parnell was staying with her then* Mrs* Thom-
son, horrified by her own act, hurried to her sister's room
and told her of what she had done, and Anna, distraught
with fear, rushed to her brother-in-law and roused, him from
his sleep* A doctor was called, and Delia's life was saved*
Thereafter, the repentant Mr* Thomson mitigated some of the
rigours of his affection for his wife, and she was allowed to
ride about the country round St* Germains, accompanied
on a bicycle by her delicate son, who suffered from some
spinal trouble and was forbidden by the doctors to ride on
horses*
All the Parnells were handsome, despite, or perhaps
because of, a look of delicacy which they all had* Emily
was a pretty, dark girl, fond of music and an accomplished
pianist* Sophia was tall and graceful and very lovely* She
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